This study was carried out to investigate the participation of rural children in entrepreneurial activities. It aimed at determining the level of children participation and their attitudes towards entrepreneurial activities. The success of entrepreneurial contribution of the children depends on how they view or perceive their participation, the various aspects describing their participation, and the beliefs they form on those attributes. The relationship between the level of children's participation in entrepreneurial activities and socio-economic characteristics of the children and their parents were also determined and established. 120 rural children between the ages of 7 and 12 and 120 parents were proportionately and randomly sampled from six rural communities using a pre-tested interview schedule. Results revealed that both children and their parents had favorable attitude towards the children's participation in entrepreneurial activities. The age, educational level, parental dependency, and attitude of children towards entrepreneurial participation were found to be major significant contributive factors to the children's participation coupled with their parents' age, income per month and number of children among others.
INTRODUCTION
In recent years, children's participation in small business has been intensely debated. Much of the literature has focused on child labor then child work, which stems from the concern that child labor (whether ordinary hazardous) has a detrimental effect on human capital formation (Kanbargi and Kulkarni, 1991; Psacharopoulos, 1997; Patrinos and Psacharopoulos, 1995; Jensen and Nilsen, 1997; Akabayashi and Psacharopoulos, 1999; Heady, 2000; Ravallion and Wodon, 2000; Rosati and Rossi, 2002; Ray, 2000 Ray, , 2002 . In Iran, rural areas consists greater percentage of the country's population. Ironically, this sector of the society is economically backward. The gap between rural and urban sectors in the country is obviously widening in recent years. This is evident in the *Corresponding author. E-mail: movahedi686@yahoo.com. Tel: +98(811) 4424195. Fax: +98(811) 4424012. low agricultural productivity with consequent income inequality. In other words, poverty is more prominent among the Iran's rural households. They lack resources to consume certain bundle of goods and services, which even include the basic necessities such as food, house, and clothing among other things. As a coping strategy to cushion the biting effect of poverty, the rural children are participating in many economic undertakings. Torimiro and Lawal (2001) identified major economic activities in which the children are participating in to complement their parents' contribution to household survival. These are street trading, firewood gathering, hunting, fishing, food processing, fetching of water, among other economic undertakings. In the context of Iran's rural life, Adedoyin and Torimiro (1998) submitted that children are regarded as important source of labor.
In the small-scale industry operation, Dionco-Adetayo (1996) stressed that the entrepreneurs relied on the efforts of their children as workers. For instance, a child at the age of five is already engaged in cassava peeling, while the older ones are engaged in grating, frying and sifting processes. In the struggle therefore toward poverty alleviation in the rural areas of the country, children participation in economic activities is of paramount importance. Children are to be regarded as essential factor of rural economy given their potential economic roles and productive contribution in the generation of income for the households. During the history of its development and in the different contexts where it has been applied, participation has become loaded with ideological, social, political and methodological meaning, giving rise to a wide range of interpretations (Lawrence, 2006) . Now the developed world is beginning to 'learn from the south' and apply participatory methods and approaches emerging from developing world contexts (Dougill et al., 2006) . Other authors argue that under specific conditions, it is possible to achieve relevant results in terms of inclusion as well as distribution through participation (Abers, 2001 ). Pritchett and Woolcock (2004) and Manzuri and Rao (2004) go further, arguing that there are intrinsic faults in making this link, since the interests of the actors participated in the forums are not always the same as those who implement the policies and public services discussed by such forums. The authors even suggest that complex ideas such as participation, social capital, and empowerment are being naively applied.
The economic behavior of an individual is greatly determined by his attitude. Attitude is a feeling or evaluative reaction to an object, idea or situation. It shows how positive or negative, favorable or unfavorable a person feels toward that particular object, idea or situation. This definition is not in fact universally accepted. Socio-psychologists do not agree on the precise definition of attitude. But recent development treats attitude as multidimensional in nature, as opposed to the one-dimensional emphasis by the early theories. The recent theory explains that the overall attitude of an individual is seen to be a function of (1) the strength of each of a number of beliefs the person holds about various aspects or attributes of an object, idea or situation and (2) the evaluation the person gives to each belief as it relates to the object or situation (Mayer and Sutton, 1996) . Accordingly, the success of entrepreneurial contribution of the children as they participated themselves in many economic activities depends on how they view or perceive their participation, the various aspects describing their participation, and the beliefs they form on those attributes. In light of this, the study focused on the participation of children in entrepreneurial activities. It specifically aimed at determining the level of children economic participation and their attitudes towards it. Hence, children are supposed to be under parental care, the study also examined the parents' attitude on the participation of their children in economic endeavors. Socio-economic factors that are observed to have significant relationship with the attitude of an individual were also determined.
THEORY AND LITERATURE
The importance of entrepreneurship in building the economy of any society has been implied in the literature by many scholars (Schumpeter, 1934; Sobel, 1974; Knight, 1987; Hisrich and Peters, 1989; Gartner, 1990; Acs and Audretsch, 2003 ). An entrepreneur is known as an economic leader having a vital role in economic development. An entrepreneur is an individual who possesses the drive, ambition, foresight and imagination to breakthrough traditional barriers, overcome social inertia, and transform theory into practice (Gill, 1963) . This individual has the ability to perceive economic opportunity, transform technology into commercial application, take the risk in mobilizing and producing capital, organizing the available resources, and implementing the decisions made in order to achieve organizational goals and objectives (Dionco-Adetayo, 1999) .
Entrepreneurial ability depends on individual's personality that determines his attitude toward economic activity. It has been explained by the early theories of entrepreneurship that entrepreneurial personality is determined by several factors. Kimble et al. (1974) explained that the level of education, social status, type of cultural conditioning, and other personality factors determine personality. They defined personality as the enduring attributes of a person that appear consistently in a variety of situations. Luthans (1989) opined that the comprehensive factors in understanding personality are biological, cultural, family and social group, and situation influence personality. The biological contribution to personality, heredity in particular, is a very active but still unsettled area of study. Animal scientists can conduct highly controlled breeding experiments but geneticists studying human heredity cannot. Although genetic engineering had shown that some human behavior such as aggressiveness, sensitivity, intelligence, among others, is at least partly affected by heredity (Shaw, 1972) . The evidence is much less conclusive because humans cannot be subjected to the necessary controls. Luthans (1989) considered that culture makes a more significant contribution to personality than biological factor. Considering that personality as a psychological process of perception, learning and motivation, culture dictates what a person will learn. The contribution of family and social group to personality development has the most impact. It is the family, and later the social group, which selects, interprets and dispenses the culture. This contribution of family and social group in dispensing the culture is referred to as the process of socialization. Socialization is defined as the process, which an individual infant requires from the enormously wide range of behavioral potentialities that are open to him at birth, those behavior pattern that are customary and acceptable according to the standards of his family and social group (Mussen, 1963) . In essence, home environment and the immediate community of a person play a vital role in developing his beliefs. It is the strength of these beliefs that the person holds and the evaluation he gives to each belief that forms his attitude. Attitude is also influenced by the socio-economic characteristics of a person, which determine his behavior towards objects or situations.
Older people for instance, have different outlook in life compared to the younger ones because of experiences, education, and other factors that made them understand their environment better. Similarly, parents' economic responsibility increases as number of children increases. Entrepreneurial traits emerge in children at a young age (Kisker, 2003) . Indeed, many children demonstrate entrepreneurial qualities such as risk tacking, creative problem solving and high internal motivation to succeed during their early development but, as children grow older, many lose their entrepreneurial spark (Gutner, 1994) .
In summary, the exposure of children to entrepreneurial activities during the childhood stage of human development would mean an important strategy for rural transformation, as opposed to the notion Amin (1994) described that children participation in economic pursuits is an exploitative contribution, which has a very high possibility of exposing them to hazardous situation.
Development of the society is directly related with the Income Generation Capacity (IGC) of its members with agriculture, as the key income generation activity the entrepreneurship on farm and home can directly affect the income of a major chunk of our population. The growth of modernization processes such as industrialization, technical change; urbanization and migration further encourage it (Singh, 2009) .
MATERIALS AND METHODS
A surveyed structured questionnaire was used during the interview. Statistical population of the study consisted of villages in the central region in Sanandaj city. This region contains one country (Arandan) and 64 villages. Samples of the communities were randomly selected of among a total of 10 rural communities. These included: Arandan, Babariz, Navare, Gholian, Satele, Alijan, Farhad abad, Mamokh olia, Kakvarzi and Gazardare. A stratified sampling technique based on the population size of the rural households in each selected communities, totaling 120 rural children between the age group of 7 and 12 years old and 120 rural parents were selected for the study. Pre-tested and structured interview schedules specifically designed for the children and the parents were used to source information from the two categories of respondents. Descriptive statistics such as frequency distribution and percentages were used to analyze the data collected.
Correlation co-efficient analysis was used to determine the relationships between the level of participation and selected socio economic characteristics both the parents and the children; and attitudes of the parents and their children toward participation in Fathi et al. 6549 entrepreneurial activities. Level of participation in the economic activities was measured using a four-point scale namely: no participation (0), low participation (1), moderate participation (2) and high participation (3). The total questions were forty-two (42) using four-point scales. Also, attitude of children towards participation in economic activities was determined by listing a set of 10 pre-tested and validated attitudinal statements against a five-point Likert scale, namely; strongly disagree (1), disagree (2), undecided (3), agree (4), and strongly agree (5).
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Results showed that 62% of the children were between the ages of 7 and 9, while 38% were between the ages of 10 and 12. About 67% of the children were males and 33% were females. Majority (80%) of the children are still in primary school, 5% had no formal education at all, while 15% could not complete their primary education. The data also show that majority (93%) of the children are living with their parents; and about 95% of those who live with their parents depend on them for feeding, clothing, shelter or schooling. About 5% indicated that they do not depend on their parents at all. This means that rural children are highly dependent on their parents for livelihood. The study further revealed that the remaining 17% are staying with their guardians. On the other hand, the study also revealed that majority (67%) of the parents are in the age group between 31 and 40 years old, 19% are below 30 years old, while 9 and 5% are in the age groups between 41 and 50 and over 51 years old, respectively as shown in Table 1 . The data also show that 59% were males, while 41% were females. About 19% had attended elementary level of education, 30% in the secondary level, and 34% have completed post-secondary education. About 8% had attended tertiary level of education and very few (9%) had no formal education. This indicates the literacy level of the parents in the rural areas, which is not the usual characteristic of a typical rural community in Iran. The peculiarity may be due to the closeness of the study areas to Lagos Metropolis, which may have an overwhelming influence on their educational level. The data in Table 1 also shows that about (68%) of the parents are engaged in non-agricultural occupation, while 33% are engaged in agriculture. About 74% of the parents indicated that they earn moderate level of income (between 1,100,000 and 2,100,000 Rials) per month; while 17 and 9% indicated low-income level (less than 1,000,000 Rials) and high-income level (more than 3,100,000 Rials) per month, respectively. This implies that majority of the parents were earning more than the current Iran minimum living wage of N7500.00 per month. The parent's occupation and level of income are seen to be unusual characteristics of a typical rural area in the country. This may be influenced also by the closeness of the study area to the urban communities. The data also reveal that majority (80%) of the parents indicated that Multiple responses were recorded; R= rank, F = frequency; % = percentage; n = 120.
they have between 1 and 3 children, while only 20% have more than 4 children.
Children's participation in entrepreneurial activities
The results in Table 2 reveal that approximately 24% of the children are participated in economic undertakings and about 71% are not participated at all. This means low participation of children in economic activities. The results also show that there are seven major economic activities identified by the children as entrepreneurial activities in which they are participated. These are street trading, farming, hunting, fishing, food processing, fetching of water, and firewood gathering. Among those children who are participated, majority of them (52 and 55%), are engaged in food processing and fetching water for sale.
Rural children's attitude towards participation in entrepreneurial activities
The results in Table 3 reveal that the evaluation of the beliefs about entrepreneurship by the children is average. This is indicated by the total mean score of 3.056, despite not many of them participated in the activities. About 50% of them believed that there is nothing wrong in entrepreneurial participation. They like being participated (45%) and feel it is a way of teaching them for better future especially of being self-reliant (51%). About 50% felt they were forced to participate and indicated their feelings of not being happy whenever their parents get them participated (56%), hence economic activities to them are supposed to be parents' responsibilities (55%). However, the children also realized that they have the responsibility to assist the parents (57%) 5.4. The data in Table 4 show the evaluation on entrepreneurial beliefs of parents in participant with their children. The general attitude (mean score = 3:01) of the parents shows a positive reaction towards entrepreneurial activities in which their children are participated. About 68% of the parents indicated that children participation in entrepreneurial activities is a way of teaching them to become useful in the future. It is their happiness in training them to become self-reliant (55%). They believed that working together with them (54%) would be the best way to teach the children. The parents shared an opinion that they are to guide and serve as models for their children to emulate them. Although household assistance is not the primary reason of participation of children in entrepreneurial activities, about 41% of the parents indicated their agreement that participating children have immensely contributed to their household economic survival. Moreover, the attitudinal responses of the parents indicated that the participation of the children does not mean exposing them to danger and accident (32%). They do not see it either to be immoral and an act of child abuse (31%). The parents' favorable attitude towards children participation was indicated by their disagreement of not participating, the children unless they are willing to participate (51%) and only about 28% indicated their agreement of not participating in their children. The parents are of the opinion that the primary reason of the children participating is to mold them for a better future.
Relationship between children participation and socio-economic characteristics
The results of correlation analysis in Table 5 shows that the level of participation of children in entrepreneurial activities has a positive and significant relationship with age (r=0.12), educational level (r=0.21), parental dependency (r=0.41) and attitude towards entrepreneurial activities (r = 0.39) at 0.05 level of confidence. Similarly, the results of correlation analysis in Table 6 indicate that the level at which parents children participate in entrepreneurial activities has a positive and significant relationships with age (r = 0:1245p), income per month (r = 0:3016p) number of children (r = 0:4156p) and attitude towards entrepreneurial activities (r = 0:4812p). However, educational level (r = 20:3123p) has a negative but significant relationship. This is not unexpected as majority Multiple responses were recorded; F = frequency; % = percentage; high = 4:14; average = 3:00 ^ 1:14; low = 1:86. of the parents are educated which might have influenced their social status. As Kohn (1975) asserted that social class has a decided bearing on which techniques parents use during the socialization process, hence it has a direct relationship on parental values. Although, there is a difference between middle and lower social classes, but traditionally, parents would put greater stress on obedience to parental commands, particularly the lower class more than the middle class whose parental values center on curiosity, consideration and for children to govern themselves. The results also indicate that the level of income and number of children has a positive and significant relationship with level of entrepreneurial participation. These are economic prone variables that are fundamental to household economic survival. This further means that the more the number of children, and the less the level of income, the tendency for the family to participate their children in entrepreneurial activities is high. The relationship between the variables explains that a majority of the parents are of middle age, which is a period of economic propensity.
Conclusion
Children are to be regarded as an essential factor of rural economy given their potential economic roles and productive contribution in the generation of income for the households. While the results showed a rather low children's participation in economic undertakings at all, there were some economic activities as entrepreneurial activities in which the children were participated. Majority of children were engaged in food processing and fetching water for sale. This result is strongly verified by the findings of Torimiro and Lawal (2001) in which the children are participated in economic activities such as street trading, firewood gathering, hunting, fishing, food processing, fetching of water.
Results revealed that both children and their parents had favorable attitude towards the children's participation in entrepreneurial activities. The favorable attitudinal responses of both parents and children towards entrepreneurial activities suggest that the poor economic situation in the rural areas of the country, which has been previously observed, could be shifted as a new paradigm in rural development. The participation of the children in entrepreneurial activity is not for economic survival of the household but preparing the children to become useful to themselves and to others. Self-reliance has become the primary motive of the parents to encourage the children to entrepreneurial activities. The values of the parents toward proper training the children for better tomorrow, does not mean compelling them to get participated in economic endeavors but seeking obedience to parental commands, valuing that they have to guide, teach and coach their children.
It is the parents' attitude to empower the children economically that they, the children may have better quality of life in the future. The favorable attitudes of both the parents and children toward entrepreneurial participation with no doubt, could revolutionize rural development once socialization process during the childhood stage of human development would be given more emphasis by responsible agencies both public and private. Also, the proximity of a rural community to highly urbanized metropolitan center has been found to be contributive to enhancement of its socio-economic characteristics, which had contributed to the beliefs and attitudes of both parents and children.
